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Why right to counsel?

Over 90% of tenants facing eviction are
unrepresented while 81% of landlords have a
lawyer. Right to counsel is a part of a
comprehensive approach to level the playing
field, prevent displacement, and provide
housing stability for very vulnerable
people 1in our communities.

“When 93 percent of
tenants go into court
without lawyers, a broken
system demands a fix.” The
Boston Globe, August 2,
2021

Who 1is eligible for assistance?

When people come to court, they are scared.
The stakes are high. The eviction process
moves quickly. S. 874 and H. 1436 will
ensure that low-income tenants and owner-
occupants of 1 to 3 family homes who are at
or below 80% AMI would receive legal help.

What legal help would they get?

Full legal representation 1in eviction cases
from the moment a complaint is filed.

How 1is it funded?

S. 874 and H. 1436 propose that the
Legislature fund the Right to Counsel
through a specifically dedicated line-item
in the Judiciary budget that would not
impact current funding for legal aid
programs or housing stability programs.

How would the program work?

The Massachusetts Legal Assistance
Corporation (MLAC) would solicit proposals
from organizations with substantial
experience 1in landlord/tenant law to
furnish free legal assistance to low-income
people. MLAC would oversee the program and
be assisted by an advisory committee, whose
members have a demonstrated commitment to
homelessness prevention and housing
stability.

Does legal help make a difference?

Yes. A right to counsel program was adopted
in New York City four years ago, and in
2020, it reported that 86% of tenants were
able to remain in their homes. San
Francisco passed a right to counsel bill
three years ago, and in 2020 reported that
representation results in households in 67%
of closed cases staying in their homes.

How can we start a right to counsel?

The Coalition 1is urging the Legislatures to
fund the Right to Counsel with American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding and allocate
$78 million over the next three years, or
$26 million/year, to launch the Right to
Counsel 1in Massachusetts off the ground.
Funding in the amount of $26 million/year
was recommended by the Boston Bar
Association in its 2020 report.

A Growing National Response to
Housing Stability

In June, Connecticut Governor Ned Lamont
signed into law a right to counsel bill in
eviction cases. $20 million of American
Rescue Plan Act funds would initially fund
the right to counsel program for two years
while a permanent source of funding is
identified. Massachusetts needs to do the
same.
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