
 
 
January 5, 2026 
 
The Honorable Maura Healey  
Governor of Massachusetts  
State House Room 360  
Boston, MA 02133  
 
RE: Support a Permanent and Stable Access to Counsel Program in Evictions by Including $4 
Million in Proposed FY27 House 2 Budget (Line Item 0321-1800)   
 
Dear Governor Healey, 
 
The League of Women Voters of Massachusetts (LWVMA) applauds your commitment to 
addressing the urgent housing crisis. LWVMA is a member of the Access to Counsel Coalition 
and appreciates the inclusion of a dedicated line item for the Access to Counsel program in your 
proposed FY25 and FY26 budgets (Line Item 0321-1800).   
 
As you craft your proposed FY27 budget, we respectfully request that you fund the Access to 
Counsel line item at $4 million to sustain the capacity it is building now. This would be a $1.5 
million increase over FY26.   
 
As a result of your leadership, legal service programs across the state are beginning to deliver 
full legal representation to tenants and owner-occupants in eviction proceedings, and it is making 
a difference. As a statewide program continues, we want to assure legal services programs that 
when they commit to full representation, they will have the staff resources to fulfill this 
commitment.     
 
Under the Access to Counsel line item, the Massachusetts Legal Assistance Program (MLAC) 
thoughtfully administers the program, positioning it for success. As MLAC’s report for the first 
year demonstrates, access to counsel results in greater housing stability. 
 

●​ In 97% of the closed cases, the tenant had a positive outcome where the eviction was 
either prevented or the tenant received more time to move.    
 

●​ In 93% of the cases opened, the opposing party was represented by counsel, indicating 
that the program is beginning to address the imbalance of representation.   
 

MLAC’s report, attached, also demonstrates that clients represented are some of the most 
vulnerable individuals and families in Massachusetts: 73% of clients were female, 55% of clients 

 



 

had a disability, 40% of clients had children, and 32% of clients were of Hispanic origin.  
 
It will take time to grow a strong program, build a solid pipeline from law schools, work with the 
courts, and for the data to unfold. But we are confident that, as other jurisdictions that have 
implemented permanent access to counsel programs have experienced, Massachusetts will see 
eviction filings and defaults decrease and housing stability increase. We thank you again for your 
support and belief that a statewide Access to Counsel program is part of a comprehensive 
approach to providing housing for all.  
 
The LWVMA is especially concerned because the National Women’s Law Center stated, “[t]he 
eviction crisis is a women’s crisis -- the right to counsel can help.” As of August 30, 2021, about 
4.4 million women nationally and over 65,000 women in Massachusetts were behind on rent. 
Women are evicted 16% more often than men, and nearly ⅔ of people aged 65 and older who are 
living in poverty are women and are at a high risk of housing instability. Mothers are being 
evicted far more frequently than others, especially single mothers. The mere presence of children 
puts one at a significantly heightened risk of eviction. 
 
For these reasons, LWVMA, representing more than 3,000 members in 44 local Leagues across 
157 municipalities, urges you to include $4 million in your FY27 budget. 
 
Sincerely, 

  

Courtney Henderson 
Co-President 

Courtney Rau Rogers  
Co-President 

 

90 Canal Street, Suite 414, Boston, MA 02114 
TEL: 857-452-1715 EMAIL: lwvma@lwvma.org  

mailto:lwvma@lwvma.org

