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Amendment #904​
Provides $3 million for a statewide ​
Access to Counsel in evictions 
program in the Senate FY27 budget 
through the dedicated Access to 
Counsel Line-Item 0321-1800. 
 
For FY27, the Governor proposed level 
funding of $2.5 million. The House 
provided a modest increase to $3 million. 
It is time to include Access to Counsel in 
the Senate Budget.  
 
Access to Counsel in evictions enables 
low-income tenants and owner occupants 
to be represented from the beginning of 
their eviction case until the end - full 
representation.  
 
Full representation is making a difference 
in people’s lives. In the first 12-months 
that legal services received funding in the 
amount of $2.5 million, 1,192 cases were 
opened and in 87% of the cases closed, 
tenants stayed housed or received the 
time to find new housing.  
 
Join Senator Sal DiDomenico, lead sponsor 
of Senate Budget Amendment #904 so 
that we can prevent people from 
becoming homeless.  

 
For more information contact:​
Annette Duke at ADuke@MLRI.org ​
or Ben Levine at BLevine@MLRI.org 

​
Most low-income tenants have 

no lawyer in eviction cases. ​
A state initiative is trying to 

change that. 
April 29, 2026 

​
Renee Spencer is a public housing tenant and 
advocate in Wellesley who told the Judiciary 
Committee that she was evicted from public 
housing about 12 years ago after the housing 
authority refused a $500 cash payment she 
brought to court. She spent four years 
couch-surfing and believes the eviction was 
retaliation for her tenant organizing work. ​
The property’s leasing manager, she said, 
posted “another one bites the dust” on 
Facebook the afternoon of the court date. ​
“No one should have to face eviction alone,” 
Spencer told the committee. 

Dan Daley, the MetroWest Legal Services 
lawyer, said the program has been a 
game-changer. “Without programs like this, 
you’re going back to the way it was, where 
maybe 5 percent of unrepresented tenants are 
having a good 
outcome and the 
other 95 percent 
are not,” Daley 
said.  

See full article 
here 

https://commonwealthbeacon.org/housing/most-low-income-tenants-have-no-lawyer-in-eviction-cases-a-state-initiative-is-trying-to-change-that/

