Co-Sponsor

Access to Counsel in evictions budget amendments
#1419 and #1291 to keep people housed and off the street

These two amendments go hand-in-hand.

#1419 - Access to Counsel Line-ltem 0321-1800:
#1419 would provide a modest increase from

$3 million to $4 million in HW&M FY27 budget. p
#1291 - Access to Counsel Outside Section:

#1291 would include language from the bill as ‘

an outside section to build a stable statewide “
program that can grow incrementally subject to

appropriation.

While the state is facing a challenging fiscal year, a modest increase

of $1.5 million over the FY26 $2.5 million budget paired with bill language
to codify the program will enable more people to be represented from the
beginning of their case until the end.

Full representation through Access to Counsel is already making a difference in
people’s lives. In the first 12-months that legal services received funding in the
amount of $2.5 million, 1,192 cases were opened and in 87% of the cases
closed, tenants stayed housed or received the time to find new housing.

Join Rep. Dave Rogers and Rep. Mike Day, lead sponsors of House Budget
Amendments #1419 and #1291, so that we can prevent people from becoming
homeless. These amendments go hand-in-hand.

For more information contact:
Annette Duke at ADuke@MLRI.org or Ben Levine at BLevine@MLRI.org
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