RIGHT TO COUNSEL AND CHILDREN

S.874/H. 1436

Homeless Children

A national study estimates that 14.8 % of children experienced
eviction by age 15." More than one in four children in families
living below the federal poverty line experienced an eviction by
age 15, and children born to Black and Hispanic mothers were
more likely to experience an eviction than children born to
white mothers.2 This data suggests that eviction plays a critical
role in perpetuating poverty and spatial inequality.?

Health Impacts of Evictions on Children

Children in families with a history of evictions are more likely fo
be in fair/poor health compared to families without an eviction;
negative health impacts of evictions include child malnutrition,
depression, anxiety, and psychological distress.4 Evictions
during pregnancy are associated with significant increases in
low birth weight and premature birth, which can have lifelong
health impacts.

Homelessness and Trauma

Evictions are destabilizing events that increase families’ financial
stress and result in psychological and physical insecurity for
children.s Children who are evicted suffer emotionally and
academically.”

Homeless Students in Massachusetts

In the 2018-19 school year, the Commonwealth’s public schools
educated 24,658 homeless students.8 The number of homeless
students in Mass has risen steadily over the past 2 years, with
20,872 homeless students in the 2016-17 school year, and 23,601
in the 2017-18 school year.? When compared to the rest of the
nation, Massachusetts has a high percentage of homeless
students who are English learners and who have disabilities.'0

Children at Increased Risk of Eviction

The mere presence of children puts households at a significantly
heightened risk that an eviction will be filed against them, and
that judgment will enter.’ In Mass, 45% percent of cases
handled by a femporary expanded legal assistance project in
Massachusetts involved a household with children.12

Access to Counsel Changes Lives

As of June 2021, under a temporary expanded legal assistance
project in Mass, 0% of eviction cases resulted in the tenancy
being preserved or receiving more time to move out.’3 Right to
counsel is a part of a comprehensive approach to level the
playing field, prevent displacement, and provide housing
stability for the state’s most vulnerable residents. The RTC
Codlition consists of over 200 diverse orgs including municipal
leaders, teachers, property owners, and health care workers.

“Having children is the single
greatest predictor of whether
someone will face an eviction.”14

Bryce Covert
The New Republic, March 16, 2021

The Bills

S.874 and H.1436 would ensure that low-
income tfenants and owner-occupants of
1 to 3 family homes receive full legal
representation. The program would be
administered by the Mass Legal
Assistance Corporation.

Momentum behind RTC

On August 27, 2021, the Treasury, Justice,
and Housing Departments jointly urged
states and municipalities to seize the
opportunity provided by COVID relief
funds and use American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) funds to support long term
housing stability programs, including right
fo counsel.!S Connecticut just passed a
right to counsel bill and funded it initially
with $20 million in ARPA dollars over 2
years.16

Starting a Right to Counsel

Program in Mass

The Right to Counsel Coalition is urging
the Legislature to fund the Right to
Counsel with American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) funding and allocate $78 million
over the next three years, or $24
million/year, to launch the Right to
Counsel in Massachusetts while a
permanent source of funding is
identified. Funding in the amount of $26
million/year was recommended by a
2020 report from the BBA.

For more information:

MassRTC.org
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