
Access to Counsel Coalition in Massachusetts  
 

June 4, 2026 

The Honorable Michael J. Rodrigues​ ​ ​ The Honorable Aaron M. Michlewitz 
Chair, Senate Committee on Ways and Means ​ ​ Chair, House Committee on Ways and Means 
State House Room 212, Boston, MA 02108​ ​ State House Room 243, Boston, MA 02108 
 
RE: ​Inclusion of $3 million for Access to Counsel in Evictions in the FY27 Budget (Line-item 0321-1800)  
 
Dear Chair Rodrigues and Chair Michlewitz and Members of the FY27 Budget Conference Committee, 
 
On behalf of the Access to Counsel Coalition, which represents over 240 organizations, we respectfully 
request your inclusion of House Line Item 0321-1800 which provides $3 million for the statewide 
Access to Counsel in evictions program in the final FY27 budget. 
 
The Access to Counsel line item was included in both the FY25 and FY26 final budgets and funded each 
year at $2.5 million. The House FY27’s budget includes a modest but critically needed increase of 
$500,000.   
 
The state’s investment in Access to Counsel in evictions is unquestionably 
making a difference in people’s lives. The Massachusetts Legal Assistance 
Corporation (MLAC), which administers the program reported that ​
in 2025 the Access to Counsel program opened 1,192 cases, and in ​
87% of the cases closed tenants stayed housed or received time ​
to find new housing. MLAC’s data, as indicated to the right, ​
also shows who was served. 
 

As Dan Daley, an attorney with MetroWest Legal Services who represents 
low-income tenants, said - the program has been a game-changer.  
 

“Without programs like this, you’re going back to the way it was, 
where maybe 5 percent of unrepresented tenants are having a good 
outcome and the other 95 percent are not,” Daley said.  
Commonwealth Beacon, April 29, 2026.  

 
We urge you to stop unnecessary evictions and the trauma and cascade of 
harmful effects they cause and include in the final Conference Committee 
FY27 budget $3 million for the statewide Access to Counsel in eviction 
program. It is critical that we reach more people in need.   
 
Sincerely, 

 

Annette Duke and Ben Levine, Mass Law Reform Institute ​
with the Access to Counsel Coalition Advisory Committee​
​
 

cc: ​ President of the Senate, Karen Spilka​
​ Speaker of the House, Ronald Mariano 

https://www.massrtc.org/supporters.html

