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September 2, 2020  

The Honorable Charlie Baker 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
State House, Room 360 
Boston, MA 02133 

Dear Governor Baker,  

Now more than ever housing stability and health are inextricably intertwined. As the 
Commonwealth seeks to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and keep people safe, we must 
continue to do everything within our power to prevent housing instability and evictions. 

The eviction moratorium and its extension, advisories and orders to stay safe at home, 
emergency funding for rental assistance, and providing masks for people in shelters and public 
housing, have all been essential interventions. We are grateful for your leadership.  

Every day, health care facilities across the Commonwealth experience the effects of housing 
instability. The impact of evictions and homelessness on people’s health is well documented: 

● People who are not chronically homeless but face housing instability in the form of 
moving frequently, falling behind on rent, or couch surfing are more likely to 
experience poor health in comparison to their stably housed peers.1 

● People who are threatened with eviction are more likely to report high blood pressure, 
depression, anxiety, and psychological distress. Too often eviction leads to 
overcrowding, moving into unsafe housing, and homelessness.2 

● People experiencing homelessness have higher rates of hospitalization for asthma, are 
more likely to contract infections, and have a higher prevalence of behavioral and 
mental health problems, including attention-deficit disorder and suicidal ideation.3  

● Increasing stress and disrupted access to usual health care before and during 
homelessness can lead to more pregnancy and childbirth complications and greater 
reliance on emergency rooms for prenatal and postpartum care.4 

                                                        
1      Housing and Health: An Overview of the Literature,  DOI: 10.1377/ hpb20180313.396577 Health 

Affairs Health Policy Brief (June 7, 2018). 

2  The Hidden Health Crisis of Eviction, Allison Bovell-Ammon and Megan Sandel (October 5, 2018). 
The Threat of Home Evictions and its Effects on Health Through the Equity Lens: A Systematic 
Review, Vásquez-Vera, Hugo, et al., Social Science & Medicine, Vol. 175, pp. 199–208 (2017). 
Eviction’s Fallout: Housing, Hardship, and Health, Desmond, Matthew, and Rachel Tolbert Kimbro, 
Social Forces, Vol. 94, No. 1, pp. 295–324 (September 2015). 

3  Pediatric Emergency Department Visits for Homelessness After Shelter Eligibility Policy Change, 
Amanda M. Stewart, et al., Pediatrics, Vol. 142, No. 5., p2 (November 2018). 

https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hpb20180313.396577/full/HPB_2018_RWJF_01_W.pdf
https://www.bu.edu/sph/2018/10/05/the-hidden-health-crisis-of-eviction/
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/142/5/e20181224
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● Children who experienced homelessness even if only while in utero are more likely to 
be hospitalized or suffer worse health, compared to their peers.5 

While 78% of landlords have legal representation, only 7% of tenants statewide have legal 
representation. Ninety-three percent (93%) - the overwhelming majority of tenants face 
evictions alone. This creates an unfair mismatch, a disparity of legal representation for which 
the consequences can be devastating. Black and Latino households have been 
disproportionately hit by the pandemic’s health, housing, and economic crisis, and will be 
disproportionately vulnerable to eviction and homelessness.6 

For vulnerable tenants who face court evictions, having a lawyer to translate what is 
happening, to interpret complicated laws and procedures, to file legal pleadings that help 
them tell their side of the case, to stay on top of fast moving deadlines, and to defend them in 
court makes a difference. In New York City, 84% of the tenants who receive an attorney under 
their right to counsel law stay housed.7 

As members of the health care and public health community, we join with municipal leaders 
and community advocates and urge you to support funding in the amount of $6 million for an 
emergency statewide right to counsel pilot program for full legal representation for  
low-income tenants and homeowners in eviction proceedings as an essential housing stability 
intervention.  

We must address the disparity of legal representation so that vulnerable people do not face 
the trauma of a court eviction alone. 

We thank you for your leadership on this issue and hope that you will continue to work with 
community stakeholders to develop needed housing stability interventions over the next year 
to get us through this.      

  

                                                                                                                                                                                 
4  Health Care Utilization and Expenditures of Homeless Family Members Before and After Emergency 

Housing, Robin E, Clark, et al., American Journal of Public Health, Vol 108, No. 6, pp 808–14 (2018).  

5  Compounding Stress The Timing and Duration Effects of Homelessness on Children’s Health, Megan 
Sandel, MD MPH, Richard Sheward, MPP, and Lisa Sturtevant, PhD, INSIGHTS Housing Policy 
Research, The Center for Housing Policy and Children’s HealthWatch (June 2015). 

6  Evictions in Boston: The Disproportionate Effects of Forced Moves on Communities of Color, Report 
by City Life Vida Urbana in partnership with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (June 2020).  

7  NYC Right to Counsel: First year results and potential for expansion, referencing eviction data 
published by the NYC Department of Investigation. Oksana Mironova, Community Service Society, 
(March 25th, 2019). 

 

https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2018.304370
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2018.304370
http://media.wix.com/ugd/19cfbe_07b13c8e56a14337a316e2e991aa0bf7.pdf
https://www.bostonevictions.org/
https://www.cssny.org/news/entry/nyc-right-to-counsel
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Organizations 

Rita Nieves, Interim Executive Director 

 Boston Public Health Commission  

Kate Walsh, CEO 

 Boston Medical Center 

Laura Peabody, Chief Legal Officer 

 Mass General Brigham 

Richard Boskey, Senior Vice President and General Counsel 

 Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 

Patricia McMullin, Executive Director 

 Conference of Boston Teaching Hospitals  

Stephanie Ettinger de Cuba, Executive Director 

 Children's HealthWatch 

Steve Ridini, Ed.D, President & CEO 

 Health Resources in Action 

Samuel Wong, Director of Public Health 

 Framingham Public Health Department  

Alex Pirie, Coordinator 

 Immigrant Service Providers Group/Health 

Maddie Ribble, Director of Public Policy 

 Massachusetts Public Health Association 

Jessica Collins, Executive Director 

 Public Health Institute of Western Massachusetts 

Barry Bock, RN, Chief Executive Officer 

 Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program 

Joanne Marqusee, President and Chief Executive Officer 

 Cooley Dickinson Health Care, Northampton 

Barry Keppard, Director of Public Health 

 Metropolitan Area Planning Council 

Ken Bates, President and CEO  

 Open Sky, Worcester 

Lissette Blondet, Executive Director 

 Massachusetts Association of Community Health Workers  
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Jamie Katz, Chief General Counsel 

 Beth Israel Lahey Health  

Jim Hunt, President & CEO 

 Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers 

Samuel Gladstone, MD 

 Amherst Family Health Center 

Samantha Morton, CEO 

 Medical Legal Partnership Boston  

Casey Burns, Director  

 Coalition for a Healthy Greater Worcester 

Assaad Sayah, MD, Chief Executive Officer 

 Cambridge Health Alliance 

Anna Leslie, Director  

 Allston Brighton Health Collaborative 

Amy Rosenthal, Executive Director  

 Health Care For All 

Christina Severin, President & CEO 

 Community Care Cooperative  

Elana Brochin, Program Director for Health Equity  

 Massachusetts Association of Community Development Corporations  

Sarah Jalbert, Executive Director 

 Institute for Community Health  

David Gibbs, Executive Director 

 Head Start, Health & Mental Health Depart, Community Action Agency of Somerville 

Sue Joss, CEO 

 Brockton Neighborhood Health Center  

Steve Kerrigan, CEO 

 Edward M. Kennedy Community Health Center 

 

Individuals 

Amanda Stewart, MD, Pediatric Emergency Medicine Physician 

Brent Henry, Retired General Counsel, Mass General Brigham 

Representative John Santiago, MD, Boston Medical Center 
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Ellen Forman, Manager Community Resource Center, Mass General Hospital 

Charles Homer, MD, MPH, Children's Hospital 

Melissa Alao, Social Worker, Mass General Brigham 

Lauren LaPointe, Clinical Social Worker, Mass General Hospital 

Abby Farrand, Domestic Violence Advocate, Mass General Hospital   

Caitlin Miller, Mass General Hospital  

Lucy Schulson, MD, MPH, Primary Care Physician,  

Immigrant & Refugee Health Program, Boston Medical Center  

Hope Wiedenhoefer, Eliot Community Human Services  

Elizabeth Marshall, Domestic Violence Advocate, Mass General Hospital 

Melanie Cohn-Hopwood, Social Worker, LifeCycles Therapy 

Claire Bloom, MD, Mass General Hospital 

Mordechai Kamel, MD, JD, Easthampton 

Karen Emmons, Professor, Harvard School of Public Health  

Ronnie Leavitt, Ph.D., MPH, Longmeadow 

Ahou Meydani-Korb, MD, Cambridge Health Alliance 

Samantha Ciarocco, Clinical Operations Manager, 

Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program 

Lauren Lagrega, MD, Atrius Health, Cambridge 

Shoba Ramanadhan, Assistant Professor, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

Alice Malone, Licensed Certified Social Worker, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

Steven Atlas, MD, Mass General Hospital 

Mira Kautzky, MD, Massachusetts General Hospital   

Jeffrey Scavron, MD, Director for Community Programs,  

 Brightwood Health Center/Centro de Salud Medical  

Gerali Mateo, Latinx Cancer Patient Navigator in Hematology-Oncology,  

 Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

Mikaela Lynn, Registered Nurse, Internal Medicine Associates, Mass General Hospital 

Brian Mugo, MD, Mass General Hospital  

Norbert Goldfield, MD, Ask Nurses and Doctors Inc, Northampton 
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Sara Minsky, Center for Community Based Research, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 

Erin Dowd, Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker, Harvard University Health Services 

L'Merchie Frazier, Stable Ground at NULawLab, Northeastern University School of Law  

Kendall Burdick, Medical Student, UMass Medical School 

Jaclyn French, Clinical Social Worker, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center  

Christin Price, MD, Program Director, Medicaid Accountable Care Organization 

 Brigham and Women's Hospital  

La'Toya Bartlett, Project Manager, Brigham and Women's Hospital  

Mary Harvey, Ph.D., Director, Violence Transformed  

 Public Health Advocacy Institute, Northeastern School of Law 

Catherine Garcia, Community Resource Specialist, Brigham & Women's Hospital   

Leah Zallman, MD, Cambridge Health Alliance 

Daiana Acevedo, Community Health Worker, Brigham & Women’s Hospital  

Kelly Wisniewski, Physician Assistant in Emergency Medicine, Brigham & Women's Hospital 

Elizabeth Rivera, Behavioral Health Resources Specialist, Brigham & Women's Hospital 

Dawn Whitney, MSN, BSN, RN, Nursing Faculty and Community Health Nursing  

Maria Mojica, Community Health Worker, Brigham & Women's Hospital 

Taraza Funderburg, Social Care Team Program Manager, Brigham & Women's Hospital 

Louisa Wilking, Early Intervention Developmental Therapist (retired), Concord 

Nadege Belizaire, Brigham and Women's Hospital 

Judith Healey-Walsh, Undergraduate Nursing Program Director,  

 University of Massachusetts Boston  

Mary Doherty Cahill, Pediatric Nurse Practitioner,  

 Brockton Neighborhood Health Center   

Ana Sofia Barber De Brito, Certified Nurse Midwife, 

 Brockton Neighborhood Health Center  

 

cc:  The Honorable Karen E. Spilka 
 The Honorable Robert A. DeLeo 
 The Honorable Michael J. Rodrigues 
 The Honorable Aaron Michlewitz 


